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Abstract

The present study undertakes an analysis of the victim’s role in the realization or the severing
of the link of criminal attribution. In Islamic penal law, both criminal and civil liability are
established only when an ordinary and rational causal relationship is present between the
perpetrator’s conduct and the harmful outcome. Nevertheless, the victim’s own behavior
can also play a pivotal role in the commission or aggravation of the crime, thereby leading
to the interruption or weakening of that very causal link.

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology and is founded upon the
authentic sources of Imami jurisprudence, statutory law (lex scripta), and the Islamic
Penal Code of 2013. Findings indicate that whenever the victim’s conduct is volitional,
cognizant, and independent, it possesses the capacity to sever the link of attribution, thus
lifting the criminal responsibility from the perpetrator. Article 537 of the Islamic Penal Code
further corroborates the acceptance of this principle, even though ambiguities still persist
concerning the full extent of the compensatory liability (daman).

The novelty of this research lies in its specific focus on the victim’s position within the
process of criminal attribution and in offering a model for the equitable distribution of
criminal responsibility.

Keywords: Victim, Criminal Attribution, Causal Link, Imami Jurisprudence, Hanafi
Jurisprudence, Islamic Penal Code of 2013, Rule of Deception (Qa’idat al-Ghuriir)
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