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Abstract

Rescission (igalah), as a legal act, brings an existing contract to an end and dissolves
it through mutual consent and agreement between the parties. However, when it
comes to whether it’s possible to agree to undo that rescission—in other words, “the
rescission of rescission” (iqalat al-igalah)—or to unilaterally terminate the rescission,
there are differing opinions among Islamic schools of thought and within statutory
law. On the one hand, some jurists and legal scholars believe that once rescission is
executed, the original contract is completely extinguished and can’t be revived. Based
on this view, they don’t consider the rescission of rescission to be valid, arguing that
after the contract is dissolved, no legal effects remain that could be restored. The same
reasoning is applied to the termination (faskh) of rescission. The dominant view among
legal scholars also rests on this foundation: that neither the rescission of rescission nor
the termination of rescission can be accepted as valid legal acts. On the other hand,
another group, drawing on the principle of party autonomy and freedom of will, argues
that the rescission of rescission and the termination of rescission are both possible and
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valid. They believe that the will of the parties, as the very foundation of contracts, can
still operate even after rescission, and that the parties can, through a fresh agreement,
reinstate the original contract. This article, using a descriptive-analytical method and
drawing on library sources, examines the views of both groups. After reviewing the
arguments from each side, the conclusion reached is that backing out of a rescission—
whether we call it rescission of rescission or termination of rescission—does not pose
any problem under legal principles and customary understanding, and can indeed be
considered a valid legal act.

Keywords: Rescission of rescission (igalat al-igalah); Withdrawal from rescission;
Condition of option (khiyar) in rescission; Withdrawal from a dissolving condition.
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