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Abstract

A fundamental question regarding the conditions for establishing criminal liability is
whether, alongside the conventional prerequisites—reason (‘aqgl), puberty (bulGgh), free
will, and knowledge—maturity (rushd) can also be introduced as an additional condition.
This discussion is particularly important and has notable practical implications because,
logically speaking, a substantive distinction must be drawn between reason, puberty, and
maturity, even though these three terms are often used interchangeably by the general
public, and sometimes even in technical contexts. Recognizing maturity as a condition
for criminal liability alongside the other four can establish liability in a more effective
and equitable manner, thereby giving fuller expression to judicial justice. Although the
legislator has referred to the concept of maturity in certain provisions—including Article
91 of the Islamic Penal Code (2013)—the Iranian criminal justice system has not adopted
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an explicit or clear position on recognizing maturity as a prerequisite for criminal liability.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on library sources, this article examines
the jurisprudential, legal, and medical dimensions of maturity, assesses its status as a
condition for criminal liability, and analyzes Iranian criminal law’s approach to this issue in
light of the conceptual and thematic interpretation of Article 91. The study concludes that
while Article 91 of the 2013 Islamic Penal Code rightly acknowledges the importance of
maturity and intellectual perfection in the person who committed the offense—and seems
to consider their verification as an essential condition for conviction—it does not, on the
other hand, treat the lack of maturity or intellectual perfection as grounds for absolving
the offender of criminal liability or punishment.

Keywords: Maturity, Criminal liability, Children and adolescents, Iranian criminal law,
Jurisprudential analysis, Medical analysis.
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