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Abstract

Grand economic crimes represent one of the fundamental challenges facing societies
in recent years, leaving profound effects on economic stability, social justice, and public
trust. The proliferation of behaviors such as embezzlement, usury (riba), hoarding (ihtikar),
money laundering, and the misuse of public resources not only undermines financial
structures but also erodes moral and social foundations, underscoring the necessity of
formulating efficient, preventive criminal policies. Drawing on jurisprudential, ethical, and
justice-oriented foundations, the Islamic legal system offers a comprehensive framework
for criminalizing and confronting economic corruption—a framework grounded in
principles such as the prohibition of consuming wealth unlawfully (akl al-mal bi’l-batil), the
prohibition of usury and hoarding, the rule of “no harm” (la darar), the prohibition of aiding
in sin (i'anah ala al-ithm), corruption on earth (ifsad fi’l-ard), and proportionality between
crime and punishment.

Cite this article: Rezvani, Gholamhaidar, Bager Gerayeli, Mohammad, Daneshvar Sani, Reza V. (2025). Islamic Criminal Policy
toward Grand Economic Crimes, with Emphasis on the Principle of Corruption on Earth (Ifsad fi’l-Ard).Contemporary Islamic Law
Debate, 3(6), p. 35-58.

https://doi.org/10.22034/cild.2026.22721.1163

Received: 2025/10/03 Type of article: Research Article

Revised: 2025/12/18 Publisher: Al-Mustafa International Community

Accepted: 2026/01/19 http://meh.journals.miu.ac.ir/

Available online: 2026/03/20 ©2025/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights



Despite the breadth of available sources, Islamic criminal policy in the domain of grand
economic crimes has yet to be systematically articulated. Through an analysis of
jurisprudential foundations and a review of relevant verses—particularly verses 32—33 of
Surah al-Ma’idah and 191-193 of Surah al-Bagarah—this study demonstrates that grand
economic crimes, owing to their structural consequences, their threat to public financial
security, their erosion of social trust, and their interference with the equilibrium of the
economic system, constitute clear instances of corruption on earth and, in certain cases,
rise to the level of fitnah (sedition/discord). Petty economic crimes, by contrast, are limited,
unorganized acts that pose no threat to the macroeconomic foundations of society, and
the appropriate criminal response to them is correspondingly proportionate and limited.
The findings indicate that Islamic criminal policy toward grand economic crimes rests on
prevention, public oversight, the preservation of social interests, the safeguarding of the
public treasury (bayt al-mal), and, where necessary, the imposition of severe punishments
such as extensive confiscation, exile, or even hadd punishments. This study shows that the
framework of Islamic jurisprudence can offer a comprehensive and effective model for
legislation and criminal policymaking within the economic system of the Islamic Republic
of Iran.

Keywords: Islamic criminal policy, criminalization, grand economic crimes, economic
justice, corruption on earth (ifsad fi'l-ard)
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