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Abstract

Using a descriptive-analytical method and library-based sources, this study examines the
possibility of a legal personality for the member of parliament and its legitimacy within
Islamic jurisprudence and Iranian law. The central question is whether a member of
parliament, distinct from their natural personhood, also possesses an independent legal
personality. The narration of Imam al-Hadi (peace be upon him), which separates the rights
and duties pertaining to the office of Imamate from the rights and duties of the Imam’s
natural person, demonstrates, first, that a natural person can possess a legal personality,
and second, that this legal personality carries legitimacy. Furthermore, the granting
of parliamentary immunity to members of parliament “solely in connection with the
performance of representative duties,” in accordance with Article 86 of the Constitution,
along with the Law on Monitoring the Conduct of Representatives—which provides a
special mechanism for addressing violations committed by representatives “within the
scope of their representative duties”—indicates that rights and duties are allocated to
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the position of representation independently of the representative’s natural personhood.
Drawing on jurisprudential foundations, this study demonstrates that, according to the
established rational conduct of reasonable persons (sirah irtikaziyyah), there is no obstacle
to granting legal personality to a natural person holding an office, and that where the
grounds for granting legal personality exist in that office-holder, the individual holding the
office thereby acquires legal personality as well. The existence of such grounds in the case
of the member of parliament is likewise established through the elimination of particularity
(ilgha” al-khususiyyah) and the refinement of the underlying rationale (tangih al-manat)
from the office of Imamate as presented in the narration of Imam al-Hadi (peace be upon
him). Through an examination of the foundations of legal personality across different legal
systems, the study clarifies the foundation governing the Iranian legal system and confirms
the conformity of the legal personality of the member of parliament with it, thereby
establishing that the legal personality of the member of parliament is both legitimate and
lawful.

Keywords: legal personality, member of parliament, office of representation, parliamentary
immunity, established rational conduct of reasonable persons, office of Imamate
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