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Abstract

In the contemporary era, with the expansion of smart technologies and the growing
volume of transactions, the use of “smart agents” for concluding contracts has become
widespread among merchants and companies. The central question of this research
is the examination of the legal validity of contracts concluded by such agents and an
analysis of the effect of their acts on the principal’s obligations, given the argument
that these tools lack independent human volition. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method and library-based data collection, this study concludes that the validity of
such contracts can be justified by recourse to juristic and legal evidence. From a legal
standpoint, several theories have been advanced, including the “non-necessity of
specific intent,” the “unilateral offer,” the “conferral of legal personality on the smart
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agent,” and the “doctrine of apparent authority.” While critiquing these four views, the
author proposes a new theory titled “delegated extended will,” arguing that it can be
used to justify the effect of the acts of a smart contractual agent. In the domain of figh
as well, criteria such as the “negation of hardship and difficulty” (nafy-e ‘usr wa haraj),
the principle of “authority/dominion” (sultanah), and the “newly arisen conduct of
rational persons” (sirah mustahdithah) are identified as grounding the legitimacy and
effectiveness of a smart agent’s acts upon the principal’s obligations.

Keywords: Juristic and legal foundations; Acts of the contractual agent; Smart agent;
Newly arisen conduct of rational persons; Rule of authority (sultanah); Principal.
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